
Thursday’sCall
Your weekly journal of news and views from your Club!

August 16, 2007

continued...scroll down

PROJECT
HEALING
WATERS

There was a lot of excitement

in the air when the seven vets

and their support team pulled

in right on time on Tuesday.

They were eager to get out of

the three vehicles, get checked

in, eat a quick lunch, and get

out on the water. One could

see the anticipation on their

faces..

By about 2 p.m. they were

streamside and the fish didn’t

disappoint. There were a lot

of “Wow’s,” and “Awesomes,”

to be heard up and down the

beats, and we were so proud

to be able to provide these

wonderful people with a thrill

they haven’t had in a very

long time.

Bill Johnston, a Vietnam-era

double-amputee who has

participated all three years,

noted, “It’s so much more

than just fishing...yes, the fish

are great, but the mental

relief of being out of the

hospital is indescribable. After

a day or two of this, I can go

back to the hospital refreshed

and ready for the next chal-

lenge.” Bill’s next challenge,

by the way, even though he

has been an amputee for 30

years, is to get two brand new

computerized legs.

Above: First Lt. Ferris Butler’s hat, slung
across the back of his wheelchair, says it all.

Left: Donny presents the Club Members’
Contributions to Ed Nicholson, Executive
Director of PHW.

Below: Penn State ROTC officers were invited
to join us for dinner (l-r) Maj. Will Dickens
(Marines); Capt. John White (Air Force), A.J.
Grill (Retired, Marines), Commander Scott
Thomas, Navy, and Major David Brown, Army.
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PHW cont’d . . .

The day continued with a casual
barbeque, more fishing after dinner
for some of the guys, and then a
bonfire and beer to round out the
evening. Several special guests were
on hand for the dinner, including
five local officers, all of the partici-
pating guides, and members Dennis
Mahony (who also served as a
guide), Ed Brown, and Jeff Brausch.

The highlight of the evening, of
course, was the presentation of the
check representing the donations of
about a dozen of our Spring Ridge
Club members. The donations
totaled $19,520, and Ed Nicholson
was emotional as he accepted what
he called “our most critical need.”

Barry and Cathy Beck also partici-
pated from a distance, donating
twelve of their beautiful coffee-table
books for each member of the group.

Wednesday morning dawned bright and early with more fishing until
lunchtime and departure after lunch. One last activity was offered—the
owners of Indian Caverns asked to take the vets on a special tour of the
caves, as their guests. It was a cool 56-degrees in the cave, and about an
hour was spent there before the group took off for Walter Reed Hospital.

Thanks to everyone who helped to make this visit a reality. Judy
McMullen and her kitchen crew kicked it up a notch for meals. Bill Lang
and his crew cooked and donated almost all of the food for the barbeque;
all of the guides who donated their time; the landowners who donated their
waters; members, staff and friends who donated cash for the cause; and
the staff who donated their time and talents to make it a success.

We have not yet set a date for next year, but we will be doing so very soon,
and we are kicking around the idea of a tournament to raise money for the
group. Stay tuned for more details.

Additionally, if you did not get a chance to donate to this worthy cause but
would like to, you may send donations either to Toni Duchi (c/o the Club)
and she will forward them, or you can send them directly to Project
Healing Waters, P.O. Box 6231, Washington, D.C. 20015-1231.

Note that we also had great TV coverage, and if you’d like to see the
regional report that was done, use this link -- http://wearecentralpa.com/
media_player.php?media_id=3663 If you would like to see additional footage
about PHW, which was done by NPR, click this link--http://www.npr.org/
templates/story/story.php?storyId=9011360

Above: Ferris Butler; Left:
Diane Cochran, and Bottom:
David Folkertz—the last fish
before dark! Sheer joy!

We’ll print more photos in
subsequent weeks.
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The entire group of Vets, Guides, and staff.

POSTCARD FROM COLORADO
--by Ben Lago

After our assult on Paradise lake
where we caught good numbers of
wild brookies, the rumor of golden
trout in a high mountain lake in the
area prompted me to try another
long hike.

Brady lake was rumored to have
some goldens so Rachel and I
threw on the packs and took to the
trail.

After a long and steep climb, we
popped out at a very remote,
peaceful lake, which still had snow
pockets in the shadows. In my
estimation,  the lake was at 11,500
feet, and the snow closer to 12,500
feet.

Pretty amazing that in the middle
of August and 75 degrees there are
still traces of winter. Due to
coming darkness and not wanting
to spend the night in the moun-
tains, I only got a few casts in.

Suprisingly the wild cutthroats
were tricky and didn’t smash the
small dries like many of the the
low pressured trout in these high
lakes.

After a few fly changes I started to
pick up a few on a size 20 BWO
paracute that had some slight
modifications. The big fish of the
day was this 12 inch wild Green-
back Cutthroat trout, a really
beautiful trout and well worth the
hike and the sore feet the following
day.


